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Abstract 
 
The paper explores the yardstick competition effect of local governments’ environmental governance (EG) from the perspective of 
local government competition, and explains the mechanism of the effect of environmental decentralization (ED) on EG from the 
perspective of local governments’ EG. On this basis, the paper makes an empirical test and finds that: (1) The EG in different 
regions shows a strategic alternative competition pattern, i.e. “race to the bottom”, but under the regulation of ED, the “race to the 
bottom” has shifted into “race to the top”. (2) ED has an important positive effect on pollution control, but this effect intensifies 
first and then decreases, showing an inverted U-shaped feature. (3) The regression results of the mediating effect model indicate 
that ED indirectly impacts EG through local government competition. Finally, corresponding countermeasures are put forth from 
implementing ED system, establishing differentiated ED systems and EG network systems, and optimizing local government 
competition mechanism. 
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