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Abstract 
 
Drought prediction is fundamental to the management of drought risks. This paper collects the monthly precipitation data in 
1957~2009 from 19 meteorological stations in the Yellow River Basin, and sets up a log-linear model to predict the drought level 
in the study period using the standardized precipitation index (SPI). Based on the SPI drought classification criterion, the drought 
level sequences were established, the frequency of drought level conversion was determined, and the dominance and its confidence 
interval were obtained by the log-linear model. In this way, meteorological drought level in one to two months was predicted. The 
model verification shows that the expected frequency agrees well with the observed frequency, and the predicted drought level was 
in line with the measured level. This means our model can accurately forecast the drought level in one to two months, and can be 
used for early warning of drought in the short term. 
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1. Introduction 
 

Drought, as one of the natural calamities that 
slowly develop from a complex origin which occurs in 
the broadest area most frequently, seriously interferes 
with sustainable development of human society, 
ecological environment and it presents one of the most 
severe impacts on natural disasters (Heim, 2002; Liu 
et al., 2019). The spread of global warming makes the 
drought exacerbate. We should effectively and 
precisely forecast the drought to provide a powerful 
scientific basis for technical measures such as drought 
early warning and monitoring. 

The drought indices underlie quantitative 
analysis, monitoring, surveying and prediction of 
drought. With drought indices, we can discern 
statistical properties of drought, and take appropriate 
measures against losses caused by it. There are 
commonly used drought indices, including: 
precipitation anomaly percent (%) (PAP) (Bhalme and 
Mooley, 1980; Harman and Elton, 2015), precipitation 
Z index (Z-index) (Chen et al., 2013; Wu et al., 2001), 

Palmer drought severity index (PDSI) (Palmer, 1965; 
Vicente-Serrano et al., 2011; Yang et al., 2018), 
standardized precipitation index (SPI) (Mckee et al., 
1993). SPI features multiple time scales (1, 3, 6, 12 
months, etc.). It is widely applied thanks to its 
simplicity and good stability (McKee et al., 1995; 
Morid et al., 2010). Forecasts of hydro logic droughts 
can help in decision making in agriculture and water 
resources management (Liang et al., 2019; Nicholas 
and Battisti, 2008; Shah and Mishra, 2016; Yusof et 
al., 2019). But traditional drought prediction methods 
include the numerical and statistical prediction types, 
which mainly adopt the mathematical tools to predict 
and analyze the probability that drought will occur in 
the future but at a relatively low rate. The features 
available during the calculation of the log-linear 
model (Paulo et al., 2005) and its confidence interval 
can improve the prediction precision. In addition, the 
log-linear model enables concise prediction algorithm, 
objective and simple. With this model, drought level 
transitions are useful for short term drought warning 
in the study area. 
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In this paper, The Yellow River basin was 
selected as the research object. The Yellow River 
Basin (YRB) is located between 32ºN–42ºN and 
96ºE–119ºE (Fig. 1), controlling a drainage area of 
795,000 km 2. From northwest to southeast, the 
elevation presents a gradually decreased pattern and 
ranges between 1 and 6199 m above the sea level. The 
mean annual temperature varies between 4 and 14 ºC.  

Precipitation is unevenly distributed over YRB 
which divides the whole basin into four climate zones 
from northwest to southeast. In addition, precipitation 
and temperature have significant seasonality, where 
summer is generally rainy and hot while winter is cold 
and dry. 

Therefore, this paper attempts to predict the 
meteorological drought levels by establishing a log-
linear model with 3D contingency Table. The SPI of 
relevant stations in the Yellow River Basin are aimed, 
providing the clues to fighting against drought and 
reducing losses caused by the drought calamity. 
 
2. Materials and methods 
 
2.1. SPI 

 
The Standardized Precipitation Index (SPI), 

proposed by American scholar Mckee in 1993 
(McKee et al., 1993), is widely used to describe and 
compare droughts occurred in different periods and 
under different climatic conditions. It adopts the Γ 
(gamma)   distribution    probability  to  describe   the  
change in annual precipitation, which can be available  

from the normal standardization. With multiple time 
scale, the SPI can supervise, compare and assess 
different climate conditions at different time scales in 
an area (Edwards and McKee, 1997). The SPI at 12-
month time scale clearly reflects periodic drought 
changes and the effects that meteorological drought 
plays on hydrological mechanism and water resources. 
Table 1 includes the classification standard for 
drought grades (Moreira et al., 2008; Patel et al., 
2007). 
 
2.2. 3D log-linear model  
 

The log-linear model enables to analyze 
discrete data or data converted in the form of 
contingency table. There are 3 types of different 
classification attributes for 3D contingency table: 
marked as a, b, c. Among them, the attribute a has i 
levels; the attribute b has j levels; the attribute c has k 
levels; i, j, k, l{1, 2, 3, 4}. These three attributes 
represent the drought levels int-1, t and t+1 month, 
respectively. The drought level can be represented by 
1-4, that is, 1 means “no drought”; 2 means “light 
drought”; 3 means “moderate drought”; 4 means 
“heavy drought/severe drought”. 

When the drought levels in adjacent months t-
1, t and t+1 are i, j and k, respectively, oijk in Table 2 
represents the frequency appeared. A drought level 
transition 3D contingency table is shown in Table 2. 
For example, o111 in the table represents the actual 
frequency when the drought levels in adjacent three 
months are averaged as 1.  

 

 
 

Fig. 1. Location of meteorological station over upper yellow river basin 
 

Table 1. The classification standard for drought of SPI 
 

drought grade Type of drought SPI 
1 no drought SPI≥0 
2 light drought -1≤SPI<0 
3 moderate drought -1.5<SPI≤-1 
4 heavy drought /extreme drought SPI≤-1.5 
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Table 2. 3D contingency table for transitions between drought classes 
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-1
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th
 

drought grade of T month 
1 2 3 4 

drought grade of T+1 
month 

drought grade of T+1 
month 

drought grade of T+1 
month 

drought grade of T+1 
month 

1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 
1 O111 O112 O113 O114 O121 O122 O123 O124 O131 O132 O133 O134 O141 O142 O143 O144 
2 O211 O212 O213 O214 O221 O222 O223 O224 O231 O232 O233 O234 O241 O242 O243 O244 
3 O311 O312 O313 O314 O321 O322 O323 O324 O331 O332 O333 O334 O341 O342 O343 O344 
4 O411 O412 O413 O414 O421 O422 O423 O424 O431 O432 O433 O434 O441 O442 O443 O444 

 
The saturated form of 3D log-linear model is 

Eq. (1): 
 

abc
ijk

ac
ik

bc
jk

ab
ij

c
k

b
j

a
iijkEln    

 (1) 
 

where: Eijk represents the frequency as the drought 
level transition model predicts; λ is a constant; λa

i, λb
j 

and λc
k represent the main effects of the drought levels 

in the months t-1, t and t+1, respectively; λab
ij, λbc

jk and 
λac

ik represent the interaction effects (called the first-
order interaction effect) between drought levels in the 
months t-1, t and t+1, respectively; λabc

ijk represents 
the interaction effect (called secondary interaction 
effect) among three drought levels in the months t-1, t 
and t+1, where: i, j, k, l{1, 2, 3, 4}. 
 
2.3. Test on model goodness of fit 

 
The goodness of fit is tested using χ2 (Agresi, 

1990). The degree of freedom of the contingency 
tables available by subtracting the number of 
independent parameters from the total number of cells. 
The test statistics is the logarithm of the ratio of the 
actual observation frequency (0ijk) to the expected 
frequency (Eijk) of each cell, which can be used to 
measure the deviation of actual observation frequency 
from the expected frequency, called the likelihood 
ratio statistics G2, as shown in Eq (2): 
 


i j k

ijkijkijk )E/Olog(OG 22  (2) 

 
The null hypothesisH଴ : the model better fits 

data. By consulting the distribution table χ2, the 
boundary value χ2

α，ν is available when α=0.05 and the 
degree of freedom is ν. When G2<χ2

α,ν, and the 
significance level P>α, it is considered that the actual 
observation frequency has a higher similarity to the 
frequency model-predicted frequencies, then the null 
hypothesis is true. 

 

2.4. Dominance and confidence interval 
 
The dominance is the ratio of the model-

predicted frequencies available when a drought level 
is transferred into two other drought levels. It can 
represent the probabilities when it is converted into 
certain two drought levels, as shown in Eq. (3): 
 

jklijkij|kl E/E  (3) 

where: i, j, k, l{1,2,3,4} and k1. 
The logarithmic form of the dominance is 

shown in Eq. (4): 
 

jliijkij|kl ElnElnln   (4) 

 

When the samples of Ωkl|ij are multiple, it is 
considered that Ωkl|ij roughly obeys the normal 
distribution; for lnΩkl|ij, it can approximate the normal 
distribution at a faster convergence rate. Therefore, by 
calculating the estimated value of the asymptotic 
standard error ）（ ij|kllnVar  , the asymptotic 

confidence interval 1-a of 
ij|klln

 
can be available (Eq. 

5). 
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 (5) 

 
where: 

21 /Z   is the quartile of 1-α/2 for the normal 

distribution. 
The confidence interval of dominance 

ij|klln  

is (Eq. 6): 
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 (6) 

 

When the dominance confidence interval 
contains the value 1, it represents the probabilities the 
drought level transitions i→j→k and i→j→l occur are 
roughly equal; when the values in the confidence 
interval of the dominance are all greater than (less 
than) 1, the probability the drought level transition 
i→j→k occurs is greater than (less than) that i→j→l 
does. If the dominance confidence interval is too wide, 
the interval estimation accuracy of the dominance is 
lower, and the probability the drought level transition 
i→j→k occurs is extremely low. 

In the 3D contingency table, there are a total of 
96 dominances. Among them, there are Ω12|ij, Ω13|ij, 
Ω14|ij, Ω23|ij, Ω24|ij, Ω34|ij which contains 16 sub-
dominances. In the adjacent months, t-1, t and t+1, if t 
represents the current month, the drought levels in the 
current month (t) and the previous month (t-1) are 
known, then the dominances and confidence intervals 
can be available to realize the drought level capacity 
after 1 month (t+1) and two months (t+2). 
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3. Results 
 
3.1. Establishment of log-linear model 

 
(1) Data pre-processing 

With the SPI at 19 meteorological stations in 
the Yellow River Basin, the relevant drought level 
sequences can be available. The transition frequency 
of each drought level is calculated and a 3D 
contingency Table for drought level transition is 
established. For example, the Dingxin Station, the 3D 
contingency Table of the observation frequency is 
shown in Table 3. 

(2) Analysis of model parameters 
The high-dimensional interaction in the model 

is statistically tested using the likelihood ratio chi-
square and Pearson chi-square. The results of Dingxin 
Station are shown in Table 4. If the significance levels 
from the third-order likelihood ratio and the Pearson 
chi-square tests are both greater than 0.05, both tests 
show that the 3D interaction has no statistical 
significance. If the significance from the second-order 
likelihood ratio and Pearson chi-square tests are 0.000 

(<0.05), it is considered that the 2D interaction effect 
and the main effect are statistically significant.  

The parameter estimations for the Dingxin 
station model are shown in Table 5. The results from 
the goodness of fit test are shown in Table 6, and the 
expected frequency of the drought level transition is 
shown in Table 7. The constant λ is 3.481; the main 
effects in t-1 are λ1

a, λ2
a and λ3

a, respectively; the main 
effects in t are λ1

b, λ2
b and λ3

b, respectively; the main 
effects in t+1 are λ1

c, λ2
c and λ3

c, respectively; the 
interaction effects in t-1 and t are λ11

ab, λ12
ab, λ13

ab, 
λ21

ab, λ22
ab, λ23

ab, λ31
ab, λ32

ab and λ33
ab, respectively; the 

interaction effects in t and t+1 are λ11
bc, λ12

bc, λ13
bc, 

λ21
bc, λ22

bc, λ23
bc, λ31

bc, λ32
bc and λ33

bc, respectively; the 
interaction effects in t-1 and t+1 are λ11

ac, λ12
ac, λ13

ac, 
λ21

ac, λ22
ac, λ23

ac, λ31
ac, λ32

ac and λ33
ac,respectively.  

As shown in Table 6, the degree of freedom of 
contingency Table is 27, the likelihood ratio statistic 
G2=24.382<χ2

0.05,27=40.113, and the significance level 
P=0.609>0.05. From Table 7, it is found that the 
predicted frequency of model well fits the actually 
observed frequency, this means that the model has a 
good fit. 

 
Table 3. 3D contingency Table for transitions between drought classes of Dingxin station 
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m
on
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drought grade of T month 
1 2 3 4 

drought grade of T+1 month 
1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 

1 291 17 1 0 3 21 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
2 17 7 0 0 17 98 12 3 1 3 9 4 0 0 0 3 
3 2 0 0 0 3 9 3 0 1 11 36 3 0 0 2 8 
4 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 6 3 1 4 7 32 

 
Table 4. Test of Model K-Level Interaction effect 

 

K df 
likelihood ratio Pearson 

Iterative number 
chi square Sig. chi square  Sig. 

K-Way and High-order effectsa 
1 63 2511.276 0 9176.869 0 0 
2 54 1642.329 0 5015.165 0 2 
3 27 24.382 0.609 22.059 0.734 8 

K-way effectsb 
1 9 868.947 0 4161.704 0 0 
2 27 1617.947 0 4993.106 0 0 
3 27 24.382 0.609 22.059 0.734 0 

 
Table 5. Parameter estimation of model for Dingxin station 

 
Parameter Estimate of Parameters (λ=3.481) 

Main Effects 

975.641 a 281.92 a 823.33 a

975.641 b 975.642 b 281.93 b

672.211 c  221.72 c  332.43 c

Interactive Effects 

975.6411 
ab  975.6412 

ab 281.913 
ab

281.921 
ab 975.6422 

ab  941.1123 
ab

823.331 
ab 823.332 

ab 823.333 
ab

975.6411 
bc  221.712 

bc  332.413 
bc

975.6421 
bc 221.722 

bc 001.1323 
bc

096.331 
bc 031.132 

bc 045.833 
bc

672.2111 
ac  221.712 

ac  332.413 
ac

096.321 
ac 031.122 

ac  616.123 ac

275.131 
ac 354.232 ac 275.133 

ac
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Table 6. Goodness- of- fit test method for Dingxin station 
 

 chi square df Sig. 
likelihood ratio 24.382 27 0.609 

Pearson 22.059 27 0.734 
 

Table 7. Expected frequencies of drought class transitions for Dingxin station 
 

drought grade of T-1 month 

drought grade of T month 
1 2 3 4 

drought grade of T+1 month 
1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 

1 288 20 1 0 6 18 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
2 20 3 0 0 14 100 13 3 0 4 8 5 0 0 0 3 
3 2 0 0 0 3 9 3 0 1 9 36 4 0 1 2 7 
4 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 7 1 1 2 7 34 

 

3.2. Dominance and confidence interval 
 

At Dingxin Station, the confidence intervals of 
the dominance Ω12|ij=Eij1/Eij2 and Ω23|ij=Eij2/Eij3 are 
shown in Tables 8 and 9. In the two tables, the values 
at the upper level of each cell represent the 
dominances, and those at the lower level are the 
confidence intervals. The dominance Ω12|ij represents 
the ratio of the drought level transitions i→j→1 to 
i→j→2. If the dominance is greater than 1, the 
probability that the former transition (i.e. i→j→1) 
occurs is greater than that the latter transition (i.e. 
i→j→2) does. It can be used to finish the later 
predictions. For example, the value of the dominance 
Ω12|11 is 14.097, and the confidence interval is [1.295, 
766.107], the values are all greater than 1, this means 
the possibilities that drought level transitions 1→1→1 
occur is higher than that 1→1→2 does; the value of 
dominance Ω23|11 is 23.614, the confidence interval is 
[1.558, 446.519] in which the values are all greater 
than 1, this means that the probability of drought level 
transition 1→1→2 occurs is higher than that 1→1→3 
does. As described above, it is known that the 
dominances Ω12|11 and Ω23|11 are both greater than 1, so 

the probability the drought level transition 1→1→1 
occurs is greater than that 1→1→3 does. 
 
3.3. Test on goodness of fit 
 

The logarithmic model of 3D contingency table 
at 19 meteorological stations in the upstream of the 
Yellow River is analyzed. The goodness of fit tested 
is shown in Table 10. each likelihood ratio statistics 
G2 is less than the boundary value χ2

0.05,27=40.113 of 
χ2, and the significance levels P of the test are all 
greater than α=0.05: it is known that the real frequency 
more fits that predicted by the model. It means that the 
model has a good fit. 

 
3.4. Analysis of expected frequency 

 
For example, Yumen, Wuqiaoling and 

Huajialing stations, the expected frequency predicted 
by log-linear model for the drought level transition is 
shown in Table 11. As show in Table 11, when the 
drought level transition is 1→1→1, the frequency 
predicted by model is the maximum, far greater than 
that of other drought level transitions. 

 
Table 8. Ω12|ij and confidence interval for Dinxing station 

 
drought grade of T-1 month drought grade of T month 

1 2 3 4 

1 
14.097 0.330 0.147 1.600 

1.259 766.107 0.006 17.934 0.003 7.989 0.029 217.382 

2 
6.149 0.144 0.064 0.047 

0.113 334.17 0.003 7.826 0.001 3.478 0.001 2.554 

3 
12.908 0.301 0.134 0.102 

0.238 701.49 0.006 16.358 0.002 7.282 0.002 5.543 

4 
44.136 1.052 0.469 0.355 

0.812 1329.858 0.019 57.171 0.009 25.488 0.007 19.263 
 

Table 9. Ω23|ij and confidence interval for Dinxing station 
 

drought grade of T-2 month drought grade of T-1 month 
1 2 3 4 

1 
23.614 7.832 1.143 2.071 

1.558 446.519 0.274 190.613 0.074 28.676 0.218 5.326 

2 
38.054 9.823 2.34 3.405 

2.301 773.477 0.513 190.267 0.131 46.392 0.167 67.842 

3 
2.433 0.552 0.125 0.204 

0.213 43.217 0.031 11.575 0.005 2.753 0.009 3.657 

4 
4.569 1.416 0.269 0.24 

0.425 89.198 0.16 31.597 0.051 5.967 0.022 8.027 
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Table 10. Goodness- of- fit test method for every station 
 

Station Name Degree of Freedom Statistic of Likelihood Ratio P Value 
Yumen station 27 24.918 0.579 

Wuqiaoling 27 33.344 0.186 
Huajialing 27 28.010 0.410 
Jiuquang 27 21.059 0.784 

Wudu 27 12.977 0.992 
Minxian 27 12.926 0.990 
Dingxin 27 24.382 0.714 
Duolun 27 31.019 0.270 

Urate Zhongqi 27 21.664 0.735 
Etuoqi 27 25.338 0.513 

YinChun 27 13.682 0.972 
Zhongning 27 30.285 0.367 
Tongxin 27 22.436 0.624 
Yanchi 27 24.358 0.603 
Mado 27 19.239 0.861 
Xinin 27 32.364 0.214 
Duran 27 25.643 0.536 
Yushu 27 16.529 0.912 

 
In the contingency table, the four drought level 

transitions 1→1→1, 2→2→2, 3→3→3, 4→4→4 
show a distinct strong diagonal trend. It means that the 
drought is persistent. That is to say, if there is a 
drought occurred in an area, there is a high probability 
that there will be persistent drought in the area for 
several consecutive years.  

Another obvious feature of the table is that the 
drought evolution is a gradual accumulation process, 
which does not leap forward, that is, the frequency of 
occurrence of a large interval of drought level 
transition is much less than that of a small interval of 
drought level transition. For example, the frequency at 
which the drought level transition 1→3→1 occurs is 
far less than 1→1→1 does.  
 

3.5. Model test 
 
After establishing a log-linear model, the 2010 

drought level is predicted and compared with 2010 
observation  data  to test the  prediction   validity.  As  
 

shown in Tables 12 and 13, the drought level 
observations and predicted values at Yumen and 
Huajialing stations are compared, respectively.  

In Tables, we can see that the accuracy of 
prediction in the period of 2 months is slightly less 
than that in the period of 1 month, and most of the 
prediction results in the period of 2 months include 
two possibilities. In general, the actual drought levels 
observed in most of the months are consistent with 
those predicted by the model. Although there are some 
disparities, the model predicted drought levels are all 
in proximity to the actual drought level as observed. 
All others are able to accurately or better predict the 
drought level. All of these show that the prediction 
accuracy made by the log-linear model is higher. 

The reason why there is an inconsistency 
between the model-predicted and observed actual 
drought levels is that when the SPI value in t and t-1 
months are at the boundary of the drought levels, the 
actual drought levels observed in t and t+1 month are 
sensitive to the changes in rainfall. 

Table 11. Expected frequencies of drought class transitions for Yumen station, Wuqiaoling station and Huajialing station 
 

dr
ou

gh
t 

gr
ad

e 
of

 
T

 -
1 

drought grade of T month 
1 2 3 4 

drought grade of T+1 month 
1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 

Yumen station 
1 296.3 20.3 1.3 0 10.7 16.6 0.7 0 0 1.1 0.9 0 0 0 0 0 
2 22.1 7.3 0.6 0 17.8 132.4 6.9 0.9 0 3.3 3.4 2.4 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.7 
3 0 0 0 0 1.4 7.6 1 0.1 0 4.7 11.9 6.4 0.6 0.7 2.1 8.5 
4 0.5 0.3 0.1 0 0.1 1.5 0.4 0 0 1 5.7 3.2 0.4 1.2 7.7 32.8 

Wuqiaoling station 
1 259.9 25.5 0.7 1.8 12 21.3 0.9 0.7 0.1 0.3 0.3 0.3 0 0.1 0 2 
2 25.5 9.2 0.2 0.2 21.1 137.3 5.4 1.1 0.4 3.2 3.3 1 0 0.2 0.1 1.7 
3 1.6 0.3 0 0 1.9 6.9 1.2 0 1.5 6.3 28.6 1.6 0 0.4 1.2 2.4 
4 0 0 0 0 0 0.5 0.5 0.1 0 0.2 5.8 1.1 0 0.3 5.7 41.9

Huajialing station 
1 262 23.4 0.8 0.8 12.9 18.4 2 0.6 0 0.2 0.7 0.1 0 0 0.4 0.6 
2 24.2 10.4 0.2 0.2 19.6 134.5 9 2.8 0.2 3 8.2 0.7 0 0.2 1.6 2.3 
3 0.8 0.2 0 0 2.5 11.2 0.9 0.5 0.8 8.4 28.5 4.2 0 0.2 1.6 4.2 
4 0 0 0 0 0 1.9 0.1 0.1 0 3.4 4.5 1.1 0 1.6 5.4 23.9
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Table 12. Comparison between observed and predicted drought classes for Yumen station 
 

Time 
Month of drought drought grade of T month drought grade of T+1month 
t-2 t-1 observed predicted observed predicted 

January 2 2 2 2/3 2 2/3 
February 2 2 2 2/3 1 2/3 
March 2 2 1 2/3 1 2/3 
April 2 1 1 1 1 1 
May 1 1 1 1 1 1/2 
June 1 1 1 1 1 1/2 
July 1 1 1 1 1 1/2 

August 1 1 1 1 1 1/2 
September 1 1 1 1 1 1/2 

October 1 1 1 1 1 1/2 
November 1 1 1 1 1 1/2 
December 1 1 1 1 1 1/2 

 
Table 13. Comparison between observed and predicted drought classes for Huajialing station 

 

Time 
Month of drought drought grade of T month drought grade of T+1month 
t-2 t-1 observed predicted observed predicted 

January 3 3 3 2/3 3 2/3 
February 3 3 3 2/3 3 2/3 
March 3 3 3 2/3 3 2/3 
April 3 3 3 2/3 2 2/3 
May 3 3 2 2/3 2 2/3 
June 3 2 2 2 2 2/3 
July 2 2 2 2/3 3 2/3 

August 2 2 3 2/3 2 2/3 
September 2 3 2 3 2 2/3 

October 3 2 2 2/3 2 2/3 
November 2 2 2 2/3 2 2 
December 2 2 2 2/3 2 2 

 
At this time, if the predication follows the 

transition dominance of the drought levels, then the 
predicted drought level is likely to be different from 
the actual value. As analyzed at the Yumen station: the 
result predicted in a period of one month from April to 
December is exactly equal to the observed values. 
“1/2” in the predicted result in a period of 2 months 
indicates that the probabilities that there are no 
drought (level 1) and minor drought (level 2) exactly 
equal, also consistent with the observation value “1”; 
in the results predicted in one month from January to 
March, the predicted value (“2/3”) in March is 
inconsistent with the observed value (“1”). In the 
results predicted in two months, the predicted values 
(“2/3”) in February and March are inconsistent with 
the observed values (“1”).  

As analyzed at the Huajialing Station: the 
results predicted in June is exactly equal to the 
observed value. “2/3” in the observed results of the 
two-month predication period indicates the 
probabilities of the minor drought (Level 2) and 
middle drought (level 3) occur are exactly the same, 
also consistent with the observed value “2”; the result 
(“3”) predicted in September is inconsistent with the 
observed value (“2”). In the results predicted in a 
period of two months, the result (“2”) from November 
to December completely coincides with the observed 
value (“2”). Conceptual data shows that the model has 
a good  prediction  accuracy and can  well predict  the  

 

drought level. 
 

4. Discussions 
 

The Yumen station and Huajialing station are 
selected for verification, which the predicted length is 
12. The predicted results which in the period of 1 
month and in the period of 2 month are shown in Table 
14. According to the table, it can be found that there 
was only one inconsistency phenomena of the result 
predicted in a period of 1 month, and two 
inconsistency phenomena of the result predicted in a 
period of 2 month of Yumen station for 12 months. 
Similar results were shown for Huajialing station. All 
this fully demonstrates the validity of the prediction. 

 
Table 14. Summary of predicted drought level for 

Huajialing station and Yumen station 
 

Station 

Predicted result in a 
period of 1 month 

Predicted result in a 
period of 2 month 

Consistent 
number 

Inconsistent 
number 

Consistent 
number 

Inconsistent
number 

Yumen 1 11 10 2 
Huajialing 1 11 10 2 

 
The analysis shows that the log-linear model 

can predict meteorological drought level consistent 
with the actual value in a period of one month. 
Although there is inconsistency possibly appeared in 
some data, the predicted level is in proximity to the  
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actually measured value. It is proved that this model 
has a high prediction accuracy and can be used for 
short-term drought warning in relevant watersheds. 
 
5. Conclusions 
 

Monthly precipitation data from 19 weather 
stations in the Yellow River Basin from 1957 to 2009 
are used to obtain the standard precipitation index 
(SPI) sequence on the 12-month time scale. From the 
statistics of various drought level transitions, a log-
linear model is established based on the 3D 
contingency table to predict the short-term 
meteorological drought level in the Yellow River 
Basin.  

The ratio of drought level transition 
frequencies predicted by the model derives 
appropriate dominance value and its confidence 
interval. With 96 dominance and confidence intervals, 
the drought levels in the next 1 ~ 2 month (s) are 
predicted. In this way, the prediction precision has 
been greatly improved. The algorithm can improve the 
availability of drought monitoring information, and 
provide the clues for water resources managers to take 
measures against drought calamity. 
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