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Abstract

Urban forests contribute to social, aesthetic and economic benefits within cities. In urban forest management, these aspects are 
often not incorporated, especially in the countries of South East Europe (e.g. Serbia), where the management of urban forests is 
still dominated by classical forestry aims (i.e. timber production). This paper analyzes the Košutnjak urban forest in Belgrade, 
with a special emphasis on the needs of its visitors and the importance of its use. We aim to raise awareness of the social benefits 
that this urban forest provides to residents and offer suggestions for sound and responsible management, which are based on the 
assumption of active and regular involvement of visitors. This case study contributes to a better understanding of visitors’ 
relationships with this urban forest, which is an important urban forest at the country level.
Visitors of this urban forest completed a face-to-face survey, which indicated that most of the visitors came from surrounding 
neighborhoods, mainly for active recreation (engaging in sports) and relaxation in the forest. Most of respondents were satisfied 
with the management and maintenance of the area. Nevertheless, they offered suggestions for improvements. Most of the visitors
would be willing to get personally involved in a decision-making process regarding the area and showed a willingness to pay 
money toward the maintenance via fees. Thus, this study demonstrates the potential and need of public involvement in the 
management of such urban forests. The findings indicate that this approach could help decision makers express commonly shared 
values in management decisions.
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1. Introduction

Historically, urban forests were mainly 
associated with health, aesthetic and recreational 
benefits in industrialized cities (Tyrväinen et al., 
2005). Today, urban forests are important to people 
as symbols of personal, local, community and 
cultural meanings (Tyrväinen et al., 2005). They 
provide aesthetic enjoyment and create a pleasant 
environment for various outdoor activities 
(Tyrväinen et al., 2005). Over the last few decades, 
there has been an increasing demand for outdoor 
recreation areas in Europe and, particularly, for 

afforestation in the urban environment (Roovers et 
al., 2002).

Contemporary urban forest managers must 
address the increasing demand for the aesthetic and 
recreational use of urban forest resources, yet the 
budgets for managing those resources are decreasing 
(Stojanova, 2012). This financial squeeze has created 
a need for more efficient ways to manage urban 
forests for the benefit of urban residents. In response 
to this need, those in the social sciences field have 
studied the human perceptual and behavioral aspects 
of urban forests (Schroeder, 1989). To manage a park 
forest, it is necessary to have a solid foundation for 


