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Abstract

Solid waste management (SWM) is one of the major environmental challenges for developing countries including Palestine.
Raising awareness of students from schools and higher education institutions (HEI) on reducing, reusing, recycling, and
recovering solid waste is essential to build sustainable educational environment. The aim of this study is to assess SWM in
schools and HEI of the West Bank and Gaza Strip in Palestine. The SWM data were taken from an educational environment
survey of the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics in 2014. The study discussed many SWM issues such as periodicity of solid
waste collection, and the result showed that >50% of the institutions collect its waste daily. Generally, the responsibility of solid
waste collection was on the janitor in all HEl and most schools; but shared with students in fewer schools. Local authorities
typically transported solid waste to waste disposal sites that can be open and affect public health and the environment negatively.
The results confirmed the need to raise awareness of students on SWM via educational programs to reduce, reuse, recycle, and
recover solid waste. Given Palestine's unique socio-economic challenges and limited waste management infrastructure, raising
awareness about solid waste management in educational institutions is critical for promoting public health, environmental
sustainability, and fostering a culture of responsibility among future leaders. Policy and decision makers at educational institutions
of Palestine should encourage such pro-environmental practices among students to create green campuses and achieve sustainable
development goals.
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